The Practice of Data Visualization

Discover the principles and practices of effective data visualization in this accessible and comprehensive guide
by Patrick Boily, Stephen Davies, and Jen Schellinck. Designed as both a companion to data-focused workshops
and a standalone introduction, The Practice of Data Visualization offers a structured journey through the visual
dimension of data analysis.

These course notes begins with a primer on foundational concepts, followed by chapters on human perception,
visual design, accessibility, and storytelling. These parts build toward a hands-on exploration of practical tools and
techniques (R, ggplot2, and Power BI); each balances theory and application, inviting readers to reflect critically on
what makes a visualization clear, compelling, and meaningful.

Whether you are exploring data for insight, designing dashboards, or communicating results to stakeholders,
The Practice of Data Visualization provides the context and clarity to do so effectively, standing on its own as a
pragmatic guide for students, professionals, and anyone who seeks to make sense of data through visual means.
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